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democracy to have a chance the jealous races must be
placed in federal compartments. He would grant state
autonomy on the American plan, Each of the existing
provinces would become a separate state with resident
governor, state elections, domestic budget, control of
education and police, but federated in the unity of
Jugoslavia with the King above party and above state.
He said he had decided to give effect to this after his
return from France. Then he would announce a general
election and appoint a premier having responsibility
to parliament. In his mind he had moved towards
freedom. He wanted to release the numerous Com-
munist propagandists languishing in gaol. He would
recognize Soviet Russia.

M. Jevtitch, in these long conversations on board
the Dubrovnik) was privileged to learn more of the mind
of the King than any other man. That future in which,
ironically, he could have no part exercised Alexander's
mind unusually. He gave to his Foreign Minister his
vision of the Europe to be. The forces making for
peace would become united: those making for war
would be isolated. The destinies of France and Hngland
were indivisible: if one fell the other fell. 'Ilie Balkan
powers were already consolidated. Free from inter-
ference on the part of Italy, Austria, Hungary and, as
he hoped, Russia, they would enter upon a golden age of
peaceful development. Nazi Germany might ultimately
absorb Austria, but that would not alter the distribution
of forces, because in a war Austria and Germany would
in any case act as one, Germany on, the Brenner Pass
would be a curb upon the ambitions of Italy. Czecho-
slovakia might be alarmed but she would have a
counterbalance in the support of Soviet Russia.
Anschluss would be less dangerous than the restoration
of the Habsburg dynasty, with its pretensions to the
recovery of all the lost territory of the Austrian empire.
The King drafted the note which he would have
required Jevtitch to send to^Sovict Russia. He must